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[Dispari Teatro Cooperativa Sociale ETS] ([Dispari
Teatro])

[897340987]

[Age Against the Machine] — [AAGM]

(8]

[Age Against the Machine Festival in Cuneo]

[Intergenerational interactive performances]

[in-situ]
[italy], [Cuneo]
[10/04/2025-12/04/2025)

https://www.melarancio.com/event-description-sheet/
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After Holstebro in November 2024, Cuneo hosted the second international festival Age Against
the Machine. For the company Il Melarancio, which in the meantime changed its name to Dispari
Teatro, it was a unique opportunity—not only for the quality and origin of the guest companies, but
also because it was the first event hosted by the new cultural hub Officina Santachiara, which opened
its doors specifically for this occasion. A 'spiritual' place that enhanced and, inevitably, shaped the
various performances. Feedback from the project's various partners highlighted this very aspect: how
profoundly the space influenced the perception of the shows and the audience's involvement. Officina
Santachiara, with its architecture and layered history, managed to welcome and transform each
performance into an immersive experience, emphasizing the centrality of the body, time, and memory
in the artistic work of the participating companies. The success of the event confirmed the strength of
the European network created around the Age Against the Machine project, which enabled an
exchange of practices, methodologies, and artistic visions related to aging, the representation of
mature bodies on stage, and the promotion of intergenerational dialogue.

The central theme of the festival was ageism and intergenerational dialogue, addressed through
an artistic and cultural program that deliberately mixed languages, aesthetics, and generations. The
audience, made up of people of very different ages, was engaged not only by the theatre
performances—often participatory—but also by the post-show discussions that followed each of the
five scheduled performances.

These moments of dialogue proved to be crucial: rather than simple side comments, they became true
extensions of the stage works, where artists, spectators, and cultural operators could share
reflections, personal experiences, and visions on the role of age in contemporary society. The festival
demonstrated how theatre can serve as both a political and poetic tool, capable of dismantling age-
related stereotypes and building authentic relational spaces between generations. It reinforced the
idea that ageism is not an isolated or local phenomenon, but a transversal issue affecting all
European societies—one that can be interrogated, deconstructed, and reframed through art.

PROGRAM
Thursday, April 10, 2025

e 10:30 AM - Diritti&Rovesci — DispariTeatro (ltaly)
“Diritti&Rovesci” involves six artists ranging in age from 20 to 69. Using figure theatre
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techniques, visible puppet manipulation, and live music, it stages the first articles of the
“Charter of Rights Between Generations,” with poetry and irony.

@)

@)

The right of every person, regardless of age, to be respected in their dignity;

The right, regardless of age, to be heard and to have one's opinions and
experiences acknowledged and valued;

The right to live one's old age in dignity and autonomy;

The right of future generations to be entrusted with a healthy and livable planet;

The right of new generations to have opportunities for personal and professional
development.

6:00 PM - Body — Teatr Brama (Poland)

The performance "Body" is the result of intense work by an intergenerational team, which
explored themes such as identity, the body, the cult of youth, ageism, and the sexuality of
older people. The performance poses fundamental questions: Is the body what defines us, or
is it just a shell we hide behind?

The creators challenge the audience: Can we free ourselves from the social conventions
imposed by our bodies? What limits stem from our appearance, and how can we overcome
them to live, love, and work on our own terms?
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Friday, April 11, 2025

10:30 AM — Waiting for the rain. Ageism in six scenes — Troup Drz Ne Daj, Foundation
"Novi Sad - European Capital of Culture” (Serbia)

The performance "Waiting for the Rain", structured in six scenes, directly questions the
various forms of ageism, from interpersonal to structural and institutional. Through everyday
situations where older people face discrimination and marginalization, the performance
shows how deeply ingrained the preconceptions about the elderly are, and how institutional
discriminatory practices affect their lives and dignity, pushing them to the margins of society.
This socially impactful performance, which involves Novi Sad citizens aged 17 to 77, invites
the audience to reconsider their attitudes towards the elderly and to actively engage in the
fight against ageism, emphasizing the importance of social responsibility and equality.
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6:00 PM — Old Women? Who Said That? We Are Still Here! — Universidade de Evora
(Portugal)

This is a performance in which vulnerability and sisterhood go hand in hand, crossing brief
narratives that affirm the women we are. The emotion of the journey imposes itself as a
metaphor for life, carrying the hope for new paths that await us.

Through a collection of shared memories and the expression of hopes for the future, we
reflect on what we have made of the time we have lived so far and all that still awaits us. This
performance is the result of a seven-month intergenerational community project, giving
visibility to stories and fears and deconstructing prejudices related to aging.

The project emerged from a collaboration between the Center for the History of Art and
Artistic Research (CHAIA, University of Evora) and the Sociocultural Department — Youth
and Sports (Municipality of Evora, Portugal), with the participation of elderly residents and
students of visual arts and performance studies.
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Saturday, April 12, 2025

e 10:30 AM - Loneliness is a monster — Nordisk Teaterlaboratorium — Odin Teatret
(Denmark)
In a world where we are more connected than ever, loneliness has found a new form. It
creeps into our daily lives, hidden behind screens, between train seats, and in the dark
corners of our cities. But what if we could do something about it? What if we could design our
environments to combat this invisible force?
"Loneliness is a Monster" is an interactive performance exploring how space and
transportation can become keys to breaking down barriers between us. The show invites the
audience into a world where loneliness is no longer something to fear but a reality we can
transform and overcome.

Together
we are viot
alone

PARTICIPANTS

One of the festival's greatest strengths was undoubtedly its audience—broad and deeply diverse in
age, gender, and social background. The choice to make the events accessible, both economically
and linguistically (thanks to English and Italian subtitles), allowed a wide segment of the population to
participate, including families, seniors, and especially local secondary school students.

This heterogeneous composition enriched every moment of the festival, making intergenerational
dialogue not only a theme addressed on stage, but a concrete practice, experienced in debates and
interactions among participants. The public success and the strong emotional impact confirmed the
central role of the Age Against the Machine project in promoting a culture of inclusion, respect, and
valuing of differences—not only age-related, but also cultural and social.
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COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

As planned in the project, the communication strategy for promoting both the overall project and the
festival specifically was developed on several levels:

1. Printed Materials: 50 posters featuring the festival program were displayed on city streets
for 15 days prior to the event. A roll-up banner with the Age Against the Machine logo was
printed to mark the festival venue. Various articles in local and regional newspapers
announced the start of the festival.

PRESS RELEASE: https://www.melarancio.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/RS-FESTIVAL-
AAGM.pdf

2. Animated Video: A professional video editor was commissioned to create an animated video
announcing the festival, specifically addressing the themes of Dispari Teatro's show—
intergenerational rights. The video was published on YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram,
and was shown as the opening of the festival before the performance Interwoven Rights.

https://youtu.be/hWzuPJUjig8?si=x14X3j36i3HYUe8L
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/15QbbfVh98/

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIOV7_2qgryE/?utm_source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFI
ZA==

3. Social Media: Promotion on Facebook and Instagram began on April 2, with one or more
posts per day announcing performances and guest companies.The program has been
published on our website and disseminated through newsletters. During the festival, photos
were taken and short videos were shot and posted daily.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1202699518531943&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it_IT
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1204107338391161&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it_IT
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1204625425006019&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it_IT
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1204993444969217&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it IT
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1205793621555866&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it IT
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIOV7_2qryE/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1202699518531943&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it_IT
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1204107338391161&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it_IT
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1204625425006019&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it_IT
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https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1206023508199544&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1206208884847673&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1206757774792784&set=a.447853240683245&Iocale=it
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1206989248102970&set=a.447853240683245&Iocale=it
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1207195574749004&set=a.447853240683245&Iocale=it
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1207932804675281&set=a.447853240683245&Iocale=it
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1210795671055661&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it IT
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1210816057720289&set=a.447853240683245&locale=it _IT

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1210937821041446&set=pch.1210943661040862&Iocale=it |
T

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1LZZhQ6isG/

https://www.facebook.com/compagnia.ilmelarancio/posts/pfbid02vuUS 1L C2PUaBf3e9HpM3rKWRKbi
Qo6HyiaUEkWvUeqiG5kokv6NJTCjimP14DD3tlI?locale=it_IT

https://www.facebook.com/compagnia.ilmelarancio/posts/pfbid0Jif5SkGkGvoD4h3DantLKnCiyU19krFw
REb7BihwZUQGfwsSnhnWRu4vDiM3VkYhhI?locale=it IT

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/196iW3Kqg90Q/

https://www.facebook.com/compagnia.iimelarancio/posts/pfbid0OopWwyv2GN48e6aTQdJ22xLk6nEJG
KuNGLGZUmAG6zcFW3RNVTYkmsZ78asbWmb4P1[?locale=it IT

https://www.facebook.com/compagnia.ilmelarancio/posts/pfbidOhjDgB3pFFLbDFewPuo9ptccyPryUQB
gcXBvINnPHHYKTCOWUHMTIWKVMEQg2Jg6YFVI?locale=it IT

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15aM69b5Jp/

https://www.instagram.com/p/DH80-g-N-
nL/?utm_source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZA==

https://www.instagram.com/p/DH_hWAFtmPf/?utm source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFI

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIA9XS4NgG5/?utm_source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIB9QI1i2Jl/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZA=

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIDx_OFBBz6/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIEVp6wPrg4/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIEOHRgBxRv/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIGVmy3h2PP/?utm_source=ig_web_copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFI
ZA==

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIHc5wchnOl/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ

https://www.instagram.com/p/DI1Jd6sxNtL6/?utm_source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZA

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIOniXDIlgZ1/?utm_source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZA

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIQ5Z05NVx3/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DITC6HBIMbp/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBiINW
FIZA==

https://www.instagram.com/p/DITL1G IDnD/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ
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https://www.instagram.com/p/DITOP2MsYOZ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFI
ZA==

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIUGQ710ieD/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWF
IZA==

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIVgVdstDzZ/?utm_source=ig _web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZA

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIWTPsytwZ /?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINWFIZ

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIWU6CYo06HX/?utm_source=ig_web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBIN
WFIZA==

https://www.melarancio.com/age-against-the-machine/

4. Influencer: To boost the event's visibility and reach a broader audience, a local influencer
active in the cultural and social sector was involved, with a heterogeneous following well-
distributed among young adults and over-50s. The post was published a few days before the
start of the festival.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DII95 QNEQY/?utm_source=ig web copy link&igsh=MzRIODBINW
FIZA==

This multichannel strategy aimed to promote the festival not only as an artistic event but as a moment
of social reflection and collective participation. The balanced use of analog and digital tools ensured
broad coverage and facilitated access to information, reaching diverse target groups by age, interests,
and content consumption habits.
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIUGQ71oieD/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIVqVdstDzZ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIVqVdstDzZ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIWTPsytwZ_/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIWTPsytwZ_/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/DIWU6CYo6HX/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.melarancio.com/age-against-the-machine/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DII95_QNEQY/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DII95_QNEQY/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Co-funded by
the European Union

= ===

FESTIVAL AGE AGAINST THEMACHINE (1)
CUNEO 10-11-12 APRILE 2025 A

AGE AGAINST
THE MACHINE

PROGRAMMA

Giovedi 10 aprile 2025

10:30 Diritti&Rovesci Dispari Teatro (Italia)
18:00 Body Teatr Brama (Polonia)

Venerdi 11 aprile 2025
10:30 Waiting for the rain
Troup Drz Ne Daj
Foundation “Novi Sad-European
Capital of Culture” (Serbia)
18:00 Old Women? Who Said That? We Are Still Here!
Universidade de Evora (Portogallo)

Sabato 12 aprile 2025

10:30 Loneliness is a monster
Nordisk Teaterlaboratorium/Odin Teater
(Danimarca)

OFFICINA
SANTACHIARA

Via Savigliano, S/N - Cuneo

DispariTeatro.it
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VERSION
1.0

PUBLICATION DATE
01.04.2022

EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022
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HISTORY OF CHANGES
CHANGE
Initial version (new MFF).
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